“——@-‘-‘“ ‘‘‘‘‘‘‘

UP BEAT vent

VOLUME 24 NUMBER 2 MARCH, APRIL, MAY 2010

Grace and peace to you all,

I write this during what is, for many, the worst part of the year. It is that part of winter
that lies just beyond Christmas and the news that Punxsutawney Phil has seen his shadow,
meaning that we are looking at six more weeks of winter. Cars are gray from all the road salt
and the skies are gray, which matches most folk’s general mood. There are piles of gray snow
everywhere, but that will change once we get the additional snow the weather forecasts are
calling for. The economic forecast remains ominous as well.

If all this were not enough, we are a week in the season of Lent, which only adds to the
general dreariness of things. Lent — as a time of reflection and repentance, with its focus on
human sinfulness and the cross — is solemn at best; for others gloomy and unpleasant, and for
still more, a time of despair.

We can easily become overwhelmed and during Lent, it is easy to get caught up in our
personal sacrifices. We become so overwhelmed with surviving the forty day marathon; we
often forget that Lent is a time of renewal and of reconciliation.

So no matter how bad the weather gets, what is happening in our lives, or what our
reflections reveal about us, despite all...there is hope. I am reminded of Paul’s second letter to
the Corinthians, in which he writes, “We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed;
perplexed, but not driven to despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not
destroyed.”

Paul goes on to explain why and the reason he gives is the same hope that Lent carries
with it, and that is the hope of Easter — the hope of the Resurrection. We have that hope says
Paul, because “we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with
Jesus. So we do not lose heart.” .

Thus while we spend some time and survey that wondrous cross — and we must; we do
so knowing what lies ahead, never losing heart. Our celebration of the Easter season appears as
a gift to many of us. Our hearts long for a springtime renewal of hope which can withstand the
wintery blasts of cynicism and despondency. For Christians, Easter is the matchless remedy for
all forms of hopelessness. It is the short answer to those who ask about the reason for our hope.
The resurrection of Jesus is the basis for the deep trust that enlivens our faith and love. The
resurrection vindicates the claim that Christ is the fulfillment of God’s promises. It is also the
guarantee for our hope that God will one day completely satisfy the deepest longings of our
hearts.

I pray that this hope is sufficient to brighten even the grayest winter days and warm the
coldest winter nights.

Blessings,

Pastor Jeff




Our church is responsible to prepare and serve the eve-
ning meal to the needy at the Pottsville Soup Kitchen,
504 Mahantongo Street, on Monday, March 22 and on
Monday, April 26. Please be a part of the six/seven mem-
ber team necessary from 4:30 to 7:00 p.m. to help with this mission. We need

male volunteers to help lift heavy pots. A sign-up sheet is on the narthex table.
Thank you for volunteering.

In the spring the earth seems to explode
with new life. It is a joyful time.
God’s creation blooms.

Find this verse in the Bible that sounds and feels
like this special time of year. Use the code beiow.
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Isaiah 35:1-2a




FLOWERS
IN LOVING MEMORY OF.......
7— David L. and Wayne Witmer
) by their family.
B 1 N 14—(table) Marion Lacey by her
ST daughter, Alice Berkheiser.
(vases) Dr. Samuel B. Matz
by his son, Albert B. Matz and
BIRTHDAYS family.
2 - Debra Logothetides 21— Dorothy and Elmer Williams
3 - Lindsay Ryon, Sara Zimmerman by their family.

4 - Jessica Fehr 28— (Palm Sunday) James L. N.
5 - Ruth Ann Sidler, Irene Witmer, Kate Channell, Alma M. Channell,
Zimmerman, Dakota Robertson James M. Channell by their

8 - Rick Willier, Ruth Davidson family.
16 - Laura Crosswell, Earl C. Kull, Jr.
17 - Bob Wakiyama BULLETINS
23 - Brendan Webster IN LOVING MEMORY OF.......
24 - Dolores Adams :
26 - Carlton Crouse | 7— Leah Shugars and Robert
27 - Jim Davidson, Sheena Staller Hatter by the Shugars Family.
28 - Adam Willier 14— Mr. and Mrs. Wilbur Lowe
29 - Bob Brown , by their family.
31 - Benjamin Foster, Corey Foster, Mark 21— Dr. and Mrs. A. Wesley

Harding, Giovanna Buchanan, Clista Hudock Hildreth.
28— John Semick by his family.

WORSHIP LEADER:
Elder Carolyn Lord

"SOJOURN"

3 Alternative Worship OUR FOOD PANTRY

Sundays 6:00 p.m.
in Davis Hall The supplies in our church

; food pantry are low and we

COME JOIN US! are in need of canned fruit,

soup, and canned vegetables,

tuna fish, canned stew,
macaroni & cheese, cereal,
pancake syrup, pancake mix,
peanut butter, jelly, etc.
Thank you for your help!
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 10am. Crafi Work- | 2 3 5:00 p.m. Bells 4 _”m.wmmm «mov_s:..ﬂ 7 S 6
shop 4:00 p.m. Lydia’s 6 p.m. Soup Supper g«\.._m_ ./ﬂ 5:30 p.m. Spaghetti
7:00 p.m. Sch. Choral ; . .| 7 p.m. Lenten Service e ¢ 3 : ;
o MMM@Q Mw " ora Sisters Bible Study CHOIR REHEARSES: mﬁa.%ﬂﬂw nW ﬁ/\\\/ Wﬁxww & \S.QSG
. 6:40 p.m. and for a brief / -%%.v m, W Fireproof™. Every-
after the worship service. /ﬁ [ one welcome!!
7 Holy Communion | 8 10a.m. Crafis 9 4:00p.m. Lydia’s | 10 .m..QQT. m. Bells 11 12 13
6:00 p.m. Finance Team | Sjsters Bible Study 6 p.m. Soup Supper
6:30 p.m. Bldg & 6:00 p.m. Youth 7 p.m. Lenten Service
6:00 p.m. “Sojourn” Grounds Group CHOIR amtm;ahm.m..
. . 7:00 p.m. Trustees . . 6:40 p.m. and for a brief
Alternative Service 7:00 p.m. Choral Society 7:00 p.m. .m.&..ﬁ@l afier the worship service.
14 15 10am. Craft Work-| 16 17 5:30 p.m. Deacons | 18 19 )
shop 4:00 p.m. Lydia’s 6 p.m. Soup Supper , b
7:00 p.m. Choral Society | Sisters Bible Study 7 p.m. Lenten Service
6:00 p.m. “Sojourn” CHOIR REHEARSES:
. . 6:40 p.m. and for a brief
Alternative Service ; )
after the worship service.
21 EASTER COV- 22 9:00 a.m. CANDY | 23 9:00 a.m. CANDY | 24 5:00 p.m. Bells 25 9:00 a.m. CANDY | 26 27
ERED-DISH AND EGG MAKING MAKING 6 p.m. Soup Supper MAKING (Wednesday ‘
HUNT after church. 10 a.m. Crafi Workshop | 4:00 p.m. Lydia’s 7 p.m. Lenten Service & Thursday) '
. i . : CHOIR REHEARSES: .
6:00 p.m. “Sojourn” 7:00 p.m. Choral Society | Sisters Bible Study 6:10 .. and for b —
Alternative Service 6:00 p.m Youth Group after the worship service.
28 oy 29 30 .w \ _ Session is in charge of Fellowships after Chyrch

) santey
6:00 p.m. “Sojourn”

Alternative Service

GREETER/USHE
Team Meetings wil
month unless o

R CHAIRPERSON: E
be held after church on
therwise scheduled.

der Carolyn Lord
he last Sunday of the




6 - Patricia O’ Brien-Siminitis

7 - Shannon O’Brien-Bilansky,
Morgan Lee Yuengling

8 - Gregory Kirkpatrick

11 - Melissa Rose

12 - Chase Fenstermacher

13 - Emily Elizabeth Harding, Krista
Serrian i

15 - Robert Hafer

17 - John Ryon, Scott Parkinson

19 - Eric Hampford

20 - Collin Gourley, Brian Rose

21 - Paul Frank Robertson, Samantha
Levkulic

23 - Milton Anchorstar

24 - Pearl Bell, Lori Steinhart

25 - Betty Sipple, Logan Webster

27 - Brian Hallick

28 - Ava Cersari

29 - Kaitlin Neiswender, Tanner
Steinhart

30 - Emily Miller

 WORSHIP LEADER:
%t Bder Sherry Frantz

4 — Pasier - vvllldiil r1. aiu Daiail
Jane Churchill by their
granddaughter, Jane E. Reese.
11— Irene Hatter by the Shugars
Family
18—Mr. James Womer and Mr. and
Mrs. Clayton Womer by Mrs. June
Womer.

25—Elwood Wirth by his wife,
Naomi and Family.

If you wish to give
an Easter Plant, in
memory or honor of
a loved one, please
enclose-$9.00 in
your flower fund en-
velope for each plant
ordered; include the name of the person
for whom the plant is given; and place on
the offering plate or mail to the church of-
fice. Please be sure to indicate if you
want to take your plant or have it deliv-
ered to a shut-in. Plant orders must be in
to the church office by March 21, so
please place your order soon.




























