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“Washington Gladden, a prolific Congregationalist
Pastor during the early 20th Century, became well-
known for his stands on social issues.

X\ Matthew 4:18-22

His hymn 'O Master Let Me Walk With
Thee,” (that we have sung often) partially quoted below,
appeals to Christ for His companionship, guidance,
inner peace and hope. It's an ideal hymn for beginning
a new year.

O Master, let me walk with Thee
In lowly paths of service free;

Tell me Thy secret; help me bear,
The strain of toil, the fret of care.

In hope that send a shining ray

Far down the future’s broadening way,

In peace that only Thou canst give,

With Thee, O Master, let me live.” (Newsletter, Newsletter)

As we look to the future here at UPC, | would leave you with some thoughts.
God has worked mightily through the Holy Spirit at UPC to move us to begin to look to
other's needs, other’s hurts, other’s fears. | am very proud of you in the growth God
has led you in, and | hope you will take heart in it too. God said, “I will not leave you or
forsake you” in John 14. God said “| know the plans | have for you, plans to prosper
you and not for harm, to give you a future and a hope.” God made promises to the
Israelites, but they often didn’t listen. You, however, have been listening. | pray that
you continue to do so.

| have tried to lead by example and now the mantle passes on to you. So many
great leaders have grown up here into discipleship. The church is a very good place.
You are equipped to meet the challenges of 2008 and beyond, just trust in the Lord
and do His work unceasingly. NEVER neglect mission.

(continued on following page)




(continued from page 1)

The picture that begins this final article from me, shows Jesus calling some of
His disciples. They didn’t just happen 2000 years ago. It happens daily as people in
the pews “step up” to the Christian calling to “make a difference.”

Yesterday, | happened across a metal paperweight that said “Be the difference
you wish to see in the world.” Now the paperweight didn't really have anything to do
with Christ. BUT WE DO! So, | entreat you to continue to be the difference that you
wish to see in the world for the Kingdom’s sake. Continue the programs and missions
that God has started in the last 6 years.

Norman Vincent Peale wrote: “Remember and never doubt it: With God’s help
you can do incredible things. Never think down; always think up.” (lbid.) Take that to
heart.

Be proud of the work God is doing in this church.. (not of your work, but the
work God is accomplishing through you.) Continue to be a presence in Pottsville and
the world for good, for ecumenicity, for the welfare of the poor and marginalized. Pray
for each other. Those are the things that Jesus did. You couldn’t have a better role
model.

| will miss you more than you can know , but the church isn’t about me. The
church is about God and God will lead you forward into God'’s future. God “called” me
here and now God will “call” someone else to serve you well. How exciting that
prospect is! | will continue to watch with wonder and amazement. You are such great
folks, so easy to love. Thank you for our time together, making a difference in the
world for Christ’s sake.

love to you,
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Pastor Susan

Pastor Susan’s new address is: 3 Poulston Place, Lima, Ohio 45805
Telephone: (570) 449-7676 Cell,; (567) 712-2226 Home













































